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Gretchen Whitmer, Chair
Governor of Michigan

Mike DeWine, Vice Chair 
Governor of Ohio

Great Lakes 
St. Lawrence 

Governors & Premiers
More than 30 years of collaboration among 
the region’s chief executives:

Growing the region’s economy and 
protecting the world’s greatest freshwater 
system.  

Illinois   Indiana   Michigan   Minnesota  New York
Ohio   Ontario   Pennsylvania   Quebec   Wisconsin



“The Working Great Lakes”
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Maritime Transportation (Green & Smart Shipping)

Cruise the Great Lakes 

Great Lakes USA

Great Lakes Impact Investment Platform

100% Great Lakes Fish
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countries2
million
people100

3rd Largest economy 
in the World

states and 
provinces10

1 one
region

A $6 Trillion
Regional Economy



Montreal

Toronto

Cleveland

Chicago

Milwaukee

Detroit

The Backbone of the
Regional Economy

6

billion in 
annual 
revenue (USD)

million
tons moved
per year
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$35+
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An Environmentally-Sound Shipping Route

Smallest
Carbon Footprint

Best
Fuel Efficiency Greenest 

end-to-end 
Shipping Option

CO2 grams per tonne/km

8.1 13.3 65.6

358 km

225 km

41 km

Distance (kilometres) 
one tonne of cargo 

travels on 1 litre of fuel

Up to 55% less carbon 
emissions than drayage 

and shipping through 
coastal ports

The truck-to-Duluth, liner-to-Antwerp method ranks as the least 
carbon-intensive option for many Upper Midwest markets, 
reducing emissions up to 56% compared to alternatives



Released in June 2016
Goals - Double maritime trade, 
shrink the environmental impact 
of transportation, and support 
the region’s industrial core
Collaborative process including 
government, industry, NGOs and 
other partners; public comments
Policies, programs, and projects 
to grow the economy and create 
jobs

Regional Maritime Strategy

 Released in June 2016
 Goals

o Double maritime trade
o Shrink the environmental impact of 

transportation
o Support the region’s industrial core

 Collaborative process including 
government, industry, NGOs and other 
partners; public comments
 Policies, programs and projects to 

grow the economy and create jobs
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Regional Maritime 
Entity

• Illinois

• Indiana

• Michigan

• Minnesota

• New York

• Ohio

• Ontario

• Pennsylvania

Governors’ and Premiers’ 
 maritime staff

Wisconsin, Co-Chair

Québec, Co-chair
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Advisory Committee
Industry

• American of Great Lakes Ports 
Association

• Association of Canadian Port Authorities
• Chamber of Marine Commerce
• Cleveland-Cliffs, Inc.
• Fednav Limited
• Freight Management Association of 

Canada
• Great Lakes Cruising Coalition
• Great Lakes Dredge & Dock Co., LLC
• HolcimUS
• Interlake Maritime Services 
• Interlake Steamship Company
• Lake Carriers’ Association
• Ontario Marine Transportation Forum

Government

• Canadian Coast Guard
• Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago
• Great Lakes Commission
• Great Lakes St. Lawrence Seaway 

Development Corporation
• Northeast-Midwest Institute
• St. Lawrence Seaway Management 

Corporation
• Transport Canada
• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers – Detroit 

District
• U.S. Coast Guard 9th District
• U.S. Maritime Administration

Others

• Alliance for the Great Lakes
• Great Lakes Maritime 

Research Institute
• Northeast-Midwest 

Institute
• Société de Développement 

Économique du Saint-
Laurent (SODES)

• The Nature Conservancy – 
Michigan

• University of Wisconsin-
Superior
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Regional Decarbonization Plan

This work is financially supported by a 
grant from the U.S. Maritime Administration
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Emissions Inventory

Annually released 
by ICCT & GSGP
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“Waterfall” Road Map
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Electrification – Ports & Vessels

Electrification for…
 Shore power
 Winter layup
 Ferries
 Tugs/Harborcraft
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Regional Biofuels Analysis
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Smart Shipping – Applications & Current Work

Technologies
 Hands-free mooring
 Vessel sequencing and 

maneuvering
 Positioning
 Collision avoidance
 and more!
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Thank you!
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John Schmidt
Program Manager
Great Lakes St. Lawrence 
Governors & Premiers

jschmidt@gsgp.org
+1 (202) 699-2841

mailto:mpiskur@gsgp.org
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